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Diné College Grad Continuing Her Success Path 

Latanya Watson is ASU-bound 

TSAILE, Ariz. — Amid the sounds of the Diné Journey Song, the graduates entered the arena dressed in 
caps and gowns and started the slow march toward accepting their college degrees.  

Blue Gap, Ariz., native Latanya Watson appeared to be whispering a prayer of thanks knowing she had 
defied big odds just to get to walk with the other graduates.  

"It was tough getting there," Watson said after the May 12 graduation ceremony at Diné College. "I was a 
young mother and I have a lot of thanks for my mom and for my family for helping me get this far."  

After she started at Diné College in 2011, leaving school never entered Watson's mind. Latanya's daughter, 
Dakota Salway, 8, was an inspiration each and everyday that Latanya went to class. The public health 
major said balancing parenthood and school was at times something akin to a high wire act. But faith, love 
and support gave Watson the direction and confidence she needed to see things through. Watson knows the 
long-term benefits of education will be worth the sacrifices.  

"My mom was always there," Watson, a Chinle High graduate, said. "My mom helped out while I went to 
class. My college diploma is as much hers as it is mine."  

Watson, 31, said she took some classes at the Chinle campus of Diné College and other classes in Tsaile. 
Having a bunch of caring instructors who understood her circumstances, also helped a lot with respect to 
finishing school.  



Only 11 percent of non-traditional students complete a degree after five years, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics.  

"(Latanya) is a very hard-working student," Cathy Bahe, the Central Regional Director at the Chinle 
campus of Diné College, said. "She is a very smart and focused person. We're all very proud of her."  

Watson works at the Chinle Indian Health Service Hospital as a health technician. She requested and 
received an IHS transfer to a veterans hospital in Phoenix where she'll work as a medical technician - 
important as she'll be studying health science at Arizona State University in nearby Tempe, Ariz. Her goal 
is a career in epidemiology.  

"I know God has a bigger plan for me," Watson said. "I'm looking forward to the future." 
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